News
How COVID-19 has

affected Southwestern:

Review of “Outer
Banks” Season 2:

See pg. A2

Graphic by Andrew Lindboom I“all/Winter 2021 Iidition

Southwestern High School’s Student Newspaper

PASS THE BLUE RAZ:

Evaluating the Vaping Problem at Southwestern

An Op-lid By: Dontac Hoose and McKay Young

WEST BLLICOTT, NY- Pifa colada, strawberry, mango ice, mint, blue raspberry, propylence glycol, carcinogens, lead, benzene, diethylene glycol,
and nicotine: it’s all a part of vape culture. [ere at Southwestern, the clouds are forming as vaping issues precipitate in the school.

These fruity flavors are leading to a disciplinary catastrophe in the bathrooms. Not only are kids finding it hard to usc the restroom, but teachers
are also concerned.

In a recent interview, Adam I'risbee, math teacher at Southwestern [ ligh School said, “It is difficult to find a time when you go mto the bath-
room where you are not running into kids who are vaping and trying to hide it. It 1s very frustrating as a teacher.”

Mr. Iirisbee has seen the recent struggles with vaping as Southwestern came back from remote learning. The school’s recent measures for dealing

with vaping include OSS, confiscation and sports or extracurricular suspensions. The first infraction of possession or use of a vape also results in

ISS. Furthermore, the school is relying upon Prevention Works and the counseling department to fight vaping. [However, with continued misbe- “Boys Bathroom.”

havior, the question must be asked: are these measures simply not enough to deter students from the dangerous habit?
’ Mustrated by Dontae Hoose.

[t’s not uncommon to see a young student waiting outside the bathroom trying to avoid aggressive vapers.

An upperclassman at the school, who requested anonymity, had this to say on the matter: “If you catch a kid vaping, take them straight down to the oftice instead of telling them to go
to the office. When they can just walk around the school for twenty minutes. .. maybe give them detention or ISS instead of OSS|, because if you rake them out of school, what are
they going to do? They are just going to keep vaping.”

‘That’s the real issue with vaping in school. The school is using disciplinary measures when they should be using preventive measures by educating young vapers or possible vapers. The
school could prevent problems in the tuture.

As a ninth grader seeing the upperclassmen vaping without a single thought and not understanding the consequences and dangers of their actions may be inclined to try and be one of
the “cool” kids. Young students can be impressionable and without a proper base and education on the dangers they can fall. Another factor as the school had previous been remote
learning, we believe some are still adjusting to social situations. By educating them on these such situations we can help prevent future problems with vaping and not just remove them
from school.

As an effort to alleviate the problem, the student council has been working closely with administration to create a better environment in the school. Student council plans to come out

with an anonymous hotline where students can text and let administration know if there are people vaping in the bathrooms. Not only does the benefit the students, but 1t also benefits

the teachers as well.

“I’'m finding myself waiting at the restroom in an cffort to make it into the bathrooms in between classes whereas 1 could be standing at my door greeting students where that kind of
valuable mnteraction is being taken,” Mr. Irisbee said.

As upperclassmen, we believe that 1if we come together as a school and work with outside resources, the school can become what Southwestern was and should be.
z

XC Runners: Runners-Up At State

= By: Lithan Luce

CHENANGO, N.Y. = It was cold at Chenango Valley State Park. Good thing the Trojans brought the heat.

The boys cross-country team claimed a second-place finish at the New York State Championship this November; The best
Y ) I I

any cross-country team has done in school history.

ﬂ Ethan Luce (21%) and Nate Lewis (220) followed by Trenton Shutters (24th). T'rey Faulk (55th), e
Donavin Brown (62%), Iukas Svenson (83t), and Brendan Luce (1031) turned in great perfor- A
mances as well. » Sports
“Going in we were predicted to finish second and that’s exactly where we ended up. T was really Peibidil C
happy with that result,” Coach Lewts said.
Profiles
L The second-place finish at States was a fairy-tale ending, but the scason leading up to it was noth-
K 5()thhWCStCI‘I-1 l?()ys.cross—cuuntry e PRsSs ing short of outstanding. "The boys claimed the Section V1 title at the state qualifier meer with top Reviews D
at the state meet finish line. Photo by Iithan Luce. 10 finishes from Lithan Luce, Nate Lewis, and Shutters. Iaulk turned in a massive personal best and At E

Brown ran a great race as well to secure the win. See STATE, Page Bl
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COVID-19’s Impact on Southwestern

By: Oliver Fagel

WEST FLLICOTT, N.Y.- More and more COVIID-19 issues seem to be popping up around the school
and community. I'rom COVII-19 cases to quarantines to vaccinations, it scems every passing day there 1s

a new topic to discuss.

Our school and community, like many others, is struggling with COVID-19. Students are struggling with
masking mandates and quarantines, while teachers are having difficulties enforcing the rules with their diso-

beying students. This year has been extremely difficult for everyone.

Since the beginning of school this year, 34 students and 13 staff have tested positive for COVID-19 in the
clementary school, 30 students and three staff have tested positive in the middle school, and 32 students
and six staff have tested positive in the senior high school. Additionally, in the past week, a community

member has passed away.

Sportts and clubs are other topics of great concern among the students of the school. They are very 1m-

portant to the population of students and the school culture.

“Our goal is to maintain as many activitics as we possibly can, safely,” said Mrs. Donahue, Superintendent

of Southwestern.

The jobs of teachers have also been greatly affected by the pandemic. They now have the added burden of

enforcing mask policies and keeping their students safe. The teachers are having to push to make sure the

students are staying masked and making sure their students are following mandates.
Maureen Donahue, Superintendent of Southwestern.

“I think 1t’s 2 ” Mrs. Donahue said. “Seven days a week you’re worried about vour kids s aking . v
think it’s 24/7.” Mrs. Donahuc said. “Seven days a week you’re wortied about your kids and making Photo submitted by Pamela SaGutney.
surc they’re safe and healthy, and  that they’re getting all of the academics that they need... T don’t think

it ever leaves our thinking.”

Students have been rebelling against the masks and vaccines; however, Mrs. Donahue says these methods are the best ways to combat the virus. According to

Mrs. Donahue, when students are universally masked, there have been zero cases of transmission of the virus in the school.

In the community around Southwestern, the vaccination rates for everyone eligible are 77.8 percent in Lakewood, 51.9 percent in Celeron, and 506.8 percent in

Jamestown and Busti. These vaccination rates play a vital role in the transmission rates of COVID-19. See COVID, page C2

Impacted our e
Student Body’s - et
Mental Health? w

| |
Has COVID-19 ; ®

By: Mia Turnbull

WEST FLLICOTT, N.Y. - Did you ever think you would hate missing school? Sophomore Reece
Beaver missed 55 days last year. But Zoom learning, the alternative to in-person education, makes
feeling motivated and engaged seem like an impossible task. Southwestern students who missed many
days of school due to COVID-19, like Beaver, experienced feelings such as anxiety, isolation from

friends, and an increased "fear of missing out" that teenagers already experience.

‘The pandemic has impacted the current Southwestern senior class for almost two years and the cumu-
lative stress is apparent. Teenagers fear catching COVID-19 or losing a loved one. They have been
missing out on key milestone events and remote education has taken away the vital structure of their
daily routine.

"Being quarantined made it hard to keep up with my school, and missing basketball was extremely
difficult,” Beaver said. “T even went virtual for basketball season to avoid being quarantined.”

Making such a difficult decision at her age was extremely difficult because cach choice signified a loss
of normalcy. These feclings of anxiety and depression cannot be compared to or explained away as
normal teenage moodiness. This level of stress and anxiety requires support from friends, trusted
adults, and possibly a mental health professional.

Southwestern’s newest school counselor, Alexis Crytzer, has much experience in mental health coun-
scling. Mrs. Crytzer has offered insight on how to best help students cope during these difticult time.

"One coping mechanism that can be beneficial in any circumstance is knowing who your supports
g ) g )
are.” Mrs. Crytzer said. “Recoenizing those you can trust and talk to can help you feel like you don't
> ) 4 g Y ) )
have to do everything alone.”

Sophomore Reece Beaver reflects on how

. : o7 Other coping mechanisms are distracting yourself with sports, exercise, crafts, and spending time with
COVID-19 quarantines have atfected her £ COpIng &Y I » » , I g

if family and friends. There are also ways to improve your daily routines by learning and setting aside
tfe. . . i 1y e ! i = - eril Fe
time for deep breathing, meditation, yoga, mindfulness, or other calming activities.

Photo by Mia Turnbull.

[t's important to realize that we are all in this together. We need to check on and support cach oth-

er. If you or a friend are struggling, please know that help is available right here at school.
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Are Students’ Educations
Recoverable?

By Brendan Luce

WEST ELLICOTT, N.Y.- BREAKING NEWS! There’s a new discase called
Corona virus sweeping across the nation and breathing chaos into everyone’s
lives and-— oh, wait, you already knew this. You've seen and felt the struggle
against COVID-19 in all arcas of your life. You've seen the way it shattered our
society and left the world broken. Iiducation systems have taken severe tolls as
well, and it will leave gaps in our education for years to come.

When everyone went into lockdown, students missed out on so much of thetr

cducation. Americans are, on average, four to five months behind in their sub- Schools had to video chats and other distance communication methods to
keep education going. Stock photo.

jects based on a study by Kaiser Iamily I'oundation (KI'F). The gap could be
even larger and potentially irreversible for a majority ot students. So what hap-
pened within the education system that caused this amount of damage? The solu-
tion to the lockdown: virtual learning,

When students and teachers had to communicate from home over various digital plattorms, neither students nor faculty were equipped with the knowledge of how
classes should be conducted over video calls. As a result, many students disengaged from school altogether and rapidly lost the knowledge they once had.

Mr. Pagett, Southwestern Figh School’s physics teacher, claborated on the events leading up to today, saying there was a huge loss of accountability and work cthic.
Iimma Anderson, a senior at Southwestern, said that teachers “lightened up the workload for students. .. it’s also stunted our learning and we've gotten lazy.” Stu-
dents stopped participating in school, and the repercussions might be destroying their tutures. 1t’s been a huge struggle to try and revert back to the “normal” way
of lite pre-COVID.

“I know that’s how lite was supposed to be, so we have to ger used to it, but we were just kind of thrown into it again,” Anderson said, when talking about coming
back to school full time.

‘The mental health of students has also become tainted by COVID-19. Liveryone was isolated, no one could see their friends and family face to face, and social inter-
actions frosted over completely. Depression and anxiety rates in young adults have skyrocketed according to the KEFIY, and they probably won’t go down to what
they were pre-COVID.

Reconnection is helping in some ways, but it’s also harming,” Mrs. Pagett said. “People have lived online and on soctal media, so they could say whatever they want-
ed and not face the consequences. So now they’ve come back to school and the students don’t know how to play well with others.”

The real question is: are students and teachers ever going to get back to normal? Probably not, or at least not in the next few vears.

“I don’t know 1f we ever will,)” Mr. Pagett said.
“What is ‘normal,” honestly?”” Anderson said.

The world was shaken, and students and teachers alike are all weighed down by it. [low can anyone return to “normal” if they don’t know what “normal” 1s? s
there even a chance that they can go back to normal? The road ahead is unclear, but because students are now in back to school tull-time or at least part-time, the
cffects of virtual learning can be reversed. The future of students may not ever go back to normal, but that doesn’ mean it can’t create a new and improved normal.

Mr. Kindberg is Here to Stay!

By lizekiel Passanise

WEST ELLICOTT, N.Y.- After nearly two years of switching between being the assistant principal of
both the high and elementary schools, Matthew Kindberg has decided to focus completely on the high

school.

Mr. Kindberg has stated that in mid-January he will step down from being the assistant principal in the
clementary school and someone new will fill in his absence.
“It was a very difticult decision,” Mr. Kindberg stated.

IHe said that his long background in teaching high school social studies was a big influence on his deci-
sion. Mr. Kindberg also stated that the change will allow him to have greater focus while working in the

high school.

Mr. Kindberg has been an assistant principal for over two years and hopes that this development will

allow him to focus more on the students in the high school.

Mr. Kindberg will become the full-time assistant

€T cCite Covtore ww relat e 1 » h : e 2 » py P recee L = 3 ;
I’'m excited to torge new relationships with the high schoolers,” he expressed. principal of the high school this January.

The denuty of the new assistant principal for the elementary school s currently unknown but will be Photo submitted via Mr. Kindberg,

chosen by Mrs. Donahue before the winter break and is expected to start working in January.
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Fall Sports Season Recap

By: Hiba Munir

WEST ELLICOTT, NY— Vigorous, family, chaos, fulfilling. A few words
described by athletes who participated in fall sports this 2021-2022 season. As
- the transition into winter spotts have begun, fall
| sports can recap on their successtul seasons.

i Many highlights were captured this scason, but the

| varsity boys cross country team was by far the most -

' successtul team this scason with an undefeated S Ak
Ny

La OK\'

i league record of 32-0. They had an astounding first -
place team win at sectionals and placed second at
- the state’s competition as a team. See (XC Run-
. ners: Runners-Ups at State).

FALL SPORTS SEASON RESULTS:

The boys” cross country team

after their win at sectionals. Sub-

mitted by Tithan Luce.

| Varsity Boys Football: 1.caguce Record: 6-4, Overall: 4-2
i Pulled out a win against Depew in the first playoft game but lost in their sec-
 ond playoff game against I'redonia.

’ Boys Varsity Soccer: Overall, 12-5-1, League 7-2

Took a first-round win against Iiden but lost in the second round of sectional
g
| playofts to Lackawanna.

| Gitls’ varsity Soccer: Overall Record: 8-10-1, League: 7-9-1

In the first playoff game they took a win against
JIFK, had another win against Allegany-Limestone
and lost to Roy-hatt in the semi-finals of sectional
playoffs.

S Gitls Swimming and Diving: Combined with
i Jamestown this year and pulled out a league with

only one loss throughout their regular scason and

Photo Submitted by

Dontac [Hoose \\r’ifh PlﬂCCd tifth in Class A.

Girls Tennis: linished the scason undefeated and with a league win for the
sccond year in a row.
[ iba Munir and Ilizabeth Kane took the first sced at counties and went into

the Sectional VI tournament as the number one sced for the second time from
CCANA where they made quartertinals and ended thetr season.

-

Gitls Cross Country: I.caguce Record: 13-3

Gabby Wigren placed in the top 20 at scectionals where the teams scason came
to an end.

i Girls Varsity Volleyball: l.caguc Record: 6-8
Iinded their scason in their first playotf game in a loss to Tiden .
Senior cross country runner Fthan Luce sums up his scason in three words:

- “surrcal, satisfying and tcamwork.” The sentiment captures most athletes’
i teelings about this sports scason.

Winter Sports Season Schedules

Girls Basketball Boys Basketball
Dec. 17. [olland Dec. 13. Sherman
Dec. 20. I'rewsburg Dee. 17, @lamestown i
Dec 22, Panam Dece. 27. (@Sherman
Dec. 30. Chautauqua Jan. 4. (@lrewburg
Jan. 5. @l'rewbrug Jan. 6. (@Dunkirk

Wrestling Boys Swimming :

Dec..23. Dunkirk Dec. 16. (@unkirk

Jan. 5. alconer Dec. 22. Panama

Jan. 8. (@Ripley Jan. 6. (Olecan

Jan. 12. I'redonia Jan. 7. Jamestown

Jan. 14. (lalconer T 15, Dunlkirk w
Bowling

Dec. 14, Eiver Crock Come support winter

Do Feedomm teams this 2021-2022 |

Jan. 4. (@lialconer Seas On! 5

Jan. 12 Jamestown By:

Jan. 19. Dunkirk

State

| Continued from page Al: During their scason, the Trojans went 32-0 in the
1 leaguc and 157-2 overall. The team claimed wins at
the County Championship, Red Dragon Invite, Bull-
“' dog Stampede, and Sunset Stampede. One of their biggest
feats this year was winning the varsity and JV races at

| McQuaid Invitational, the biggest race on

% the liast Coast. Varsity boys were led by Nate Lew-

lis's impressive fifth place finish and I‘aulk won the JV

| race out of 610 runners. The other JV boys includ-

| ed Sam Kautzman (fifth), Zach Bishop (sixth), L.ogan

{ Wren (10t), Kenji Walters (171), baad Meer (27"), and

| John Conley (35%). The varsity boys were made up of the
state team with help from Jake Johnson.

| “Only losing two meets the entire year, including invita-
| tionals, is quite impressive,” Nate Lewis satd. ““I'he tecam

Photo submitted by

{ was really deep this year and we had guys step up that lithan I.uce.

s

needed to which was really good.”

S

The Trojans know what it’s like to win, but they couldn’t have done it with-
out each other. Their depth made it hard for other teams match up against
{ them and the team comradery left them optimistic for the obstacles ahead.

s

1 “I had a really fun time with the guys the entire scason, having fun but

| yet working hard,” Coach Lewis said. “It was a great group of guys to work
{ with.”

|

| “One of the best teams weve ever had,” Nate Lewis said, commenting on the
i tcam atmosphere. “We worked well together, had a lot of fun doing

so, and are really going to miss the guys that are leaving.”

Tipping off Winter Sports |

By: Gabby Wigren

WEST BLILICOT, NY—As the sun
bounces off the bright white snow, bas-
ketballs are beginning to bounce on the
hard gym floors as winter sports begin to
flurry here at Southwestern. Duc to the

recent pandemic, these athletes have been

longing for a normal scason and this year

they will finally achieve somewhat of that. Boys” basketball team at their
b ; N . first home game. Photo sub-
['he winter sports offered at Southwestern ) A
: A ) mitted McKay Young.
are boys” and girls basketball, wrestling, ’
bowling and boys swimming. These teams have been training and preparing
for their upcoming scasons for a while now and to have their hard work pay |
off.
Senior Aidan Kennedy gave his insight on this coming basketball scason.

“I feel pretty good about this scason, we have a very good team with

depth,” Kennedy said. “I'm very confident in this team and am cxcited on

how this scason will go!”

last year’s winter sports scasons was moved to the spring and spectators

H

§
i
§
H

were not allowed until the end of the seasons, where two guests were al-
lowed per athlete. Now this year spectators are allowed at the games and

matches.

“T am very excited to have a full gym of spectators back this year,” Kennedy |
said. “Last year we were lucky towards the end of the year to be allowed two
per player, but this year 1 think having the crowd could have a huge impact

and just helps the team play better having everyone watching.”

All winter teams are required to wear masks while they patticipate and spec-
tators arc required to wear masks as well. Come support the Trojans at their

events this winter!

A preview of the schedules is given above.
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Courageous Kimball

By: Teagan Shedd

WEST FLLICOT, NY- Meredith Kimball is a student at Southwestern who is an
advocate for change in the community and is not afraid o be different trom the
norm. Kimball is a freshman who stood out to the guidance counsclors as a person
to interview due to her courage and involvement in the school.

Since becoming a freshman, Kimball has been excited to rake advantage of the
many clubs the high school has to offer, like Allies for Diversity. One of Kimball’s
biggest priorities is to make Southwestern a safe space for all races and members of

the LGBTQ4+ community.

Kimball wants to help her friends and others who are a part ot these communities
in the best way possible - “Which usually means reporting incidents when they hap-

pen and trying to figure out a solution to comtfort my friends,” she said.

Kimball has since become a strong leader in Allies for Diversity to further her de-

sire for change.

She loves to come up with big ideas and hopes to get the Progress I'lag hung up at
the front of our school to help promote a more progressive community acceptable

to new 1deas.

In Kimball’s opinion, she be-
lieves COVID-19 has made it
harder to process and learn new
information and has negatively
affected society’s communica-

tion skills.

Despite the negative effects of
COVID-19, Kimball said, “1 got
to expertment with want [ want-
ed to do and wear last year be-
cause | had half of the grade, so
I saw 1t as half of the grade re-
acting.” "T'his allowed her to tran- Ee
sition to the new school year Kimball with her “Kandi” art.

with her new style. Photo submitred by Kimball,

Kimball has also loved to express hersclf through art since she was younger and 1t
has helped her get into new forms of art like beaded projects, also known as Kandi,

and wants to start crocheting and scwing,

Due to her love for art, Kimball said, “I can transition into what T want carcer-wise,

like fashion and design would be really fun.”

Kimball has a big voice in a small town and sets a great example tor others ot her

own “lng

\\ \
s KIMBALL’S FUN FACTS:
5 Favortte food: Takis
Iavorite hobby: Putting outfits together
\ [favorite TV show: “Steven Universe”
I'avorite subject: Linglish ¥,

Dream vacation spot: [Hawan /]

-

HOOSE’S FUN FACTS:
/ 'avorite Christmas movice: *'The Grinch” \
Favorite sibling: Tanner \
Iravorite clothing brand: Nike

[favorite day of the week: Priday i

['avorite restaurant: I'upt Steakhouse

e
—— N

Kick it with Hoose

By: Imily Kimball

JAMESTOWN, NY =Do you know the seventh | [oose? What's seven spelled back-

wards? Who raised a substantial sum of money towards a good cause?
Its Neves [Hoose.

I oose kicked off his sophomore football scason with his tundraiser, “Kick 1t with
Hoose,” to raise money for pediatric cancer. Along with the Alex’s Lemonade Stand
Foundation, Southwestern football fans, and Buffalo Bills linebacker T'remaine 1id-

munds, [ Toose was able to raise $1,788 towards pediatric cancer.

Members of the community pledged $1 for every successtul extra point and $4 for eve-
ry successtul ficld goal made by [Hoosc, the kicker on the Southwestern varsity football
team. In addition, according to the ALSE website, amounts ranging from $1 ro necarly

$700 were put towards the charttable cause.

As someone who had dealt with family deaths due to cancer, Toose was mspired to

start his fundratser.

“I went to a camp this past summer and they had told me about [Alex’s Lemonade
Stand FFoundation] ... it was an opportunity to help kids with cancer,” Hoose said. *1

2

have had relatives of my own who have died ro cancer

According to [oose, one of his biggest supporters throughout his endeavors was
Southwestern football parent Michacel Strong Butterfield. Buttertield was able to pro
vide 1oose with the opportunity to advertise his toundation through Butterfield’s con-

nection with Shults Auto Group.

With Buttertield, oose was
granted the opportunity to
connect with Buffalo Bills line-
backer Tremaine Lidmunds,
helping to further promote his
fundraiser towards pediatric

cancer.

Pertaining to his experience
with I'dmunds, Hoose said,
“my experience with

[Hdmunds| was amazing.”

Hoose says Hdmunds “1s really chill, a great Neves 1Hoose with Bills” liinebacker Tremaine
person to talk to, and extremely motivat- [:dmunds.

T
1mng. %
b Photo submitted by Hoose.

[ loose crushed his original goal of $1,000
and 30 points by raising a significant $1,788
and 33 points. The donations were given directly to Alex’s I.emonade Stand, a founda-

rton for childhood cancer.

T'hanks to his efforts, [Hoose was able to raise money for an important cause. Accord-
ing to Global Burden of Discase, cancer is the second leading cause of death in chil-
dren ages 5 to 14, Ience, organizations such as Alex’s Lemonade Stand work to fund
impacttul rescarch, raise awareness, and empower everyone to help cure childhood

cancer.
“Next scason I plan on continuing the same fundraiser,” Hoose said.

lFor those willing and able to support the cause, donations of any quantity can be made

in the upcoming scason to help Hoose continue the fight against pediatric cancer.

Hoose would like to give a specific shoutout to Butterfield and his mother, Johneen

Hoose, for their support throughout the fundratser.

“A huge thank you to both of them,” THoose said.
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Caring Crytzer

By: Llla White

Personal Profile

WEST BLLICOT, N.Y. - Numerous individuals were sent into a tailspin when former counsclor, Mrs. Kayner, announced her retirement. Unaware of the person
that would take over the position, the student body was concerned for their future. Would applying for college or

secking opportunities ever be the samer

'I'he New Counselor

In July, the individual fulfilling the open position was publicized: Alexis Crytzer. Mrs. Crytzer applied for the spot
as she believed Southwestern Tigh School provided opportunities that were not present at other locations. Along
with an abundance of opportunities, she appreciated the short commute, too.

“T wanted to be a part of a school that provides a plethora of academic and extracutticular opportunities for stu-
dents, high success rates for high school and collegiate academics, and that encompasses a positive and team-

oriented environment,” Mrs. Crytzer stated,

The Best Part

T'his school year has not been casy for faculty; however, Mrs. Crytzer has found joy in helping students prosper.
She adores creating opportunities for individuals that do not realize their potential. She s capable of assisting in

the college application process or finding classes to create a pathway of interest.

“T want students to feel like they have options and that the options they have can be tailored to them uniquely,”
Mrs. Crytzer said. “Sometimes young individuals don’t have the resources or realize the resources they have to be

able to achieve more.”

Reach Out

As time passces, Mrs. Crytzer hopes to build stronger relationships. She has we yrked wonders for a number of stu-
dents and s ready to help any individual. The initial thought of losing Mrs. Kayner was frightening; however, Mts.
Crytzer has gone above and beyond for our school. She aims to better not only Southwestern IHigh School, but

every student, too.

“1 look forward to continuing to build connections and getting even more comtortable in my role,” Mrs. Crytzer

stated.

Mrs. Crytzer’s Fun Facts

I‘avorite Movie: “lforest Gump”

[‘avorite Scason: [all

lavorite Candy: Anything Reesce’s

[‘avorite Color: Green

Mss. Crytzet, the new counsclor at
Southwestern igh School.

Photo by [lla White.

Reading the
Trojan Times?
We would love
your feedback!

Scan the QR code below to leave us feedback
about what you liked in this 1ssuc, what you

didn’t like, or what you’d like to sce next.

COVID

Continued from page A2: “Onc of the things that our health department has been very
clear on, on the national and state level, is that the best defense [against COVID-19] 1s the

vaccine,” Mrs. Donahue said.

'The vaccination rates of the community are extremely important to limiting spread of the
virus, and with the booster shots now approved and being administered, people are becom-
ing further immunized against COVID-19. As people become further immunized, it begs

the question: how much longer until we're out of thise

Another factor playing into Southwestern’s relatively low transmission rates is its exceptional
air circulation and ventilation, according to Mrs. Donahue. This can also help with asthma
and allergics, which are two of the most prevalent reasons students stay home from school.
While it 1s great, Mrs. Donahue said there is still room to improve ventilation in our school
and we’re always working to make it better.

We hear so much bad news regarding COVID-19; however, with vaccination rates increas-
ing and booster vaccinations being administered, maybe we have reason to be optimistic. We

might not be so far away from getting out of this pandemic after all.

SCAN ME
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Fducate = Collaborate » Motivate




THE TROJAN TI

REVIEW: “Shang-Chi and the Leg-

end of the 10 Rings”

By: Tucker Gesing

As a massive superfan of Marvel, I might be a lirtle biased in this review due to

my overall love of all Marvel movies. But this one still adds a much-needed dive

into the Marvel universe: “Shang-
Chiand the Legend of the 10

Rings.”

The movie has grossed over $431
million worldwide and has been on
the top 10 charts tor weeks, and it
was a thrill to watch. The film is
filled to the brim with action and
fights, containing a mix of martial
arts and other traditional Chinese
fighting styles. The cast was well-
built, with true and native actors
and actresses that show and repre-
sent the Chinese communities in the
film. Overall, T think Disney did a
wonderful job on representation for

this film.

I'he plot 1s a great story based
around the main character Shang-
Chi (Stmu 1.iu) and his interactions
with his sister Xialing (Meng’er

Zhang) and his power-hungry father

Xu Wenwu (Tony Chiu-Wat Leung). The story is based around the 10 rings and k

how Shang-Chi must confront his past after being drawn into his father’s organi-

zation of the Ten Rings. The canematography by Bill

and full of wonderful scene sets and background cffects. The soundtrack of the

film, produced by Joel P. West, adds a needed boost to

scenes. The overall success in the timing and suspense created by the music was

amazing.

T'his film, with its countless action scenes and fights, along with the amazing mu-
sic and cinematography is a must-sce for any Marvel or action fan. The movie 1s
led by a great cast and director and will be cemented into the Marvel Cinematic
Universe. It did come up short in some areas, such as the overall plot, but movies
are never perfect. Disney did an amazing job with this film and it deserves all the

praise and respect it has gotten. Rating: 9/10, would recommend.

Movie Poster for “Shang-Chi and the Legend
of the 10 Rings.” Photo by Disney.

Pope 1s amazingly beautiful

pull together all the

today! Photo by Netflix.
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Catch Season 2 of “Outer Banks”

REVIEW: “Outer Banks,” Season 2

By: Spencer Kane

After we all experienced the beautiful masterpicce that was “Outer Banks”
Season 1, there was no thought in our minds that it could possibly get better, rightr
Aired on July 30, 2021, “Outer Banks” Scason 2 sparked a craze amongst Nettlix sub-
scribers all over the world. Being the favorite choice for a quarantine binge led John B.
and Sarah Cameron fans to prepare for another adventure in Season 2.

After John B. and Sarah Cameron’s fortunate rescue, barring their shipwreck,
the couple take to the Bahamas to follow the gold. After extreme contlicts, the duo finds
themselves back in the Outer Banks being Pogues and solving the mystery of the Royal
Merchant. When problems arise, will the group remain persistent and avenge Sheriff
Peterkin? Or will they suffer the rath of Ward and Rafe Cameron?

Scason 2 of “Outer Banks” brought me extreme satisfaction as a tan of Scason
L. The character development and plot of the story awarded me a sense of cagerness to
continue watching. Along with the quality acting done in Season 1, the actors continucd
to amaze with their passion and ability to fill their respected roles. Season 2 left me with
the same feeling that followed my binge watching of Season 1, and I believe Season 3
will do the same.

I would recommend “Outer Banks,” and specifically Season 2, to anyone look-
ing for a binge-worthy 'I'V show that incorporates mystery, history, and action. I think
the intended audience would range between ages 12 and 30, but T feel as if it’s a show
for almost all ages. It contains a sense of feeling and friendship that teenagers can relate
to, but also for adults to reminisce about. All in all, 1 really enjoyed Season 2 of “QOuter
Banks” and cannot wait for Season 3. If you too would like to experience “Outer
Banks,” Scasons 1 and 2 are available on Netflix. Rating: 9/10, would recommend.

Discounts for Upcoming

College Students!

Apple Discount For fu-
ture college students

For any students who are planning on attending
college in the incoming years, Apple has an inter-
esting deal for you! By scanning the QR code pro-
vided, you can go to the Apple website to learn
how you can earn up to 200 dollars off an Apple

Macbook for college.

Restaurant Discounts

Chick-I'1l-A & Chipotle: I'ree small drink with any

purchase.

Dunkin Donuts: 10% off at participating stores.

Amazon Prime

Students get the first six months free for Amazon

Prime and half price after. ($6.49/month)

Hulu + Spotify

Premium + Showtime

Students who sign up with your .edu email ac-

count can get three months free and $4.99/month

after for Spotify Premium, Hulu (with limited ads)
and Showtime.

For a total list of deals, refer to the
bottom QR code.
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JOIN THE
. TROJAN TIMES
y TODAY!

We are looking for artists, photogra-
phers, and writers to contribute to
the Trojan Times!

Stop by Ms. Beaton’s room (115)
today!

Or email her at
cheaton@swesk12.org
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“Duck, Duck, Alligator” by Aaliyah Perkins.
(Sophomore)

AT

2} y ‘\ S. % > . i 1
Photo by Ms. Beaton zekial Passanissc.

“Trash Christ”™ by
¢ (Senior)

Untitled by Max Tyger. (Sophomore) | Dhoto by Tucker ¢ sesing

Submitted graphic.

“Something More” by Alex Reynoldson. (Senior)

Photo by Tucker Gesing,.

¢ “Goth GI'”” by Robyn Craker. (Sentor)

- Untitled by Oli Strother. (Senior)

'» ) 25 [ s+ (Jegd g :
: Photo by Tucker Gesing. Photo by Tucker Gesing.

Can you
spot all 8
differences
between
these two
illustra-
tions?

Graphic by Andrew
Lindboom.

Want to see your art published in The Trojan Times?

Email Ms. Beaton at cbeaton@swesk12.0rg.

! Untitled by Oli Strothet. (Senior)
 Phisto by Tucket Gesing, Accepting original art, photography, and short works of creative writing.




